
NEWSLETTER
LUCAN CNS

TERM 1



Dear Pupils,

Welcome to our first termly newsletter! Well done on completing your
first term in your new class. How quickly the months go! You have
done 4months of school so far in your new class – that’s about 40%
(or two fifths) of the school year done already. 

Each class has involved in the making of this newsletter, so you
should all be very proud of yourselves. I hope you enjoy reading it and
seeing what’s happening in all of the classes and in our whole school.
Your teachers are all proud of the work you are doing and the
progress you are making. 

I hope you have a lovely winter break. When you come back to school
it will be 2023! We will have a new year, where there are lots of new
possibilities for learning. Winter is a very busy time in many families,
so remember to look around at home and see what you might be
able to do to help an adult or a younger sibling. I am looking forward
to seeing you all bright and early on 5th January, when we return to
school for Term 2. 

Take care,
Múinteoir Paul

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL



Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to our first termly newsletter, for Term 1 of 2022/23 academic year. Within this jam-packed
newsletter, you’ll get a sense of what has been going on in each of the classes over the last couple of
months, you’ll find some whole-school initiatives that are going on, and updates from the PTP. Every
teacher in our school is a leader. We all lead certain initiatives within their curricular teams, you’ll get
updates from these teams within this newsletter too. I would like to thank M. Aisling in particular for
co-ordinating the newsletter and for her time and creative flair in organising, curating and designing
it – I hope you enjoy the final product.

It’s been a busy but successful first term of the 22/23 academic year. We had a very affirming visit
from the Department of Education inspectors who performed an incidental inspection in maths at the
end of September. In October, we held an Opening Ceremony for the Junior Infants enjoyed
performances from each class in the school. November saw lots of practice for the winter shows that
were performed on the 8th and 9th December. In between, we celebrated Maths and Science weeks,
parents were invited in for the science fair on Friday, we have launched ‘Freckle’ which is an online
maths games platform which ties directly to children’s abilities so that what they practice directly
informs and supports their level. We have continued integrating Spellings for Me as a programme
from 1st Class upwards, so that children receive differentiated spelling lists. We have also organised
our Accelerated Reader library in school, which will be ready for use in January. There have also been
many, many more initiatives and themed days besides in our busy school. 

This year, we have been focussing on improving attendance rates across the school. Given the three
previous years which have been affected by the pandemic, a return to attending school as much as
possible is of vital importance for everyone. We are giving positive attendance prizes to the classes
with the best overall attendance each month. Well done to 5th Class and Senior Infants B who have
won for November and December. 

Since September, we also have had an update to our in-school leadership team. M. Claire is on
maternity leave currently. I’ve been speaking to M. Claire and she is asking after the whole-school
community. She gave birth to her two baby girls late in October, and they are all doing very well. I am
now serving as Acting Principal of the school, and M. Laura Duff is now Acting Deputy Principal. M. Kate
is now SENCo of the school, and Assistant Principal I, and M. Sarah Mc, M. Laura H., M. Emma and M.
Aisling have all been appointed as Assistant Principal II. The leadership team meets fortnightly to
plan upcoming events and review current practices within the school. 

We are also fundraising for a set of Decodable Readers for the school. The PTP are leading this
fundraising initiative and I would like to thank them for the effort they are making. To date, we have
raised over €1,500 for these books, through raffle sales for the winter show, sales for advertising
space in this newsletter and the winter show booklet and donations from the movie day. Money is still
being collected via the sale of the calendars also. The approximate cost of these books will be €6,000.
These books will help all pupils apply their phonics skills in a systematic way, and will help readers in
all classes, as they begin by applying the first group of six sounds that children learn in Junior Infants
all the way to complex phonic rules that children learn in senior classes. 

On a final note, one thing that has shone through for me in direct feedback from parents, feedback
from the school inspection and from the wider school community since taking over the position of
Acting Principal is the care we have for each pupil in the school. It makes me proud to work and lead
in a school where we know our pupils very well and where we care about them holistically. I would like
to wish all families that celebrate, a very Happy Christmas, and I hope you all enjoy the winter break.
Looking forward to seeing you all back again on 5th January.  

Kind regards,
Paul O’Callaghan
Acting Principal

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL



CSE 1
Múinteoir Róisín

CSE 1 loved dress-up day. We had so much fun seeing our friends in costumes and
showing off our own costumes to our classmates.

We loved exploring different experiments during Science Week. We especially
enjoyed making lava lamps and watching the bubbles rise and fall. It was so
interesting to find out why the sky is blue. 



CSE 1
Múinteoir Róisín

Caoimhe performed like a superstar with her class  in the Winter Recital. We we all
so proud of her. Jomi decorated festive cookies and they were delicious!

Feeling festive and excited for Term 2 in CSE1!



CSE 2

 Matthew's Big Win
Matthew was announced as

the overall national winner

in the INSPA photography

awards. Matthew was

inspired by his love of

music to make a self-

portrait out of musical

instruments. Matthew won

a hotel trip away and new

photography equipment

for himself and the school.

Well done Matthew!

We performed the poem ‘Believe in Yourself’ for the Junior Infants. We believe

that it is important to share the message that we can all be anything we

dream of. 

Our School's Welcoming Ceremony

Múinteoir Cora



CSE 2
Celebrating Science

Seán dressed up as a character from

the hit game ‘Among Us’. Tajus

dressed up as a knight from the game

‘Assassin’s Creed’. We love video

games in CSE 2. We especially love

making our own video games on

‘Scratch’ and ‘Sketch Nation’. We have

also been learning about the history

of video games.

We love science in our class. This term, we have been learning about the

Periodic Table of Elements and how animals adapt to conditions in the Polar

Regions. We also love experimenting, as shown in these pictures: 

At Halloween, we created an exploding

pumpkin. The pumpkin exploded by

using a mixture of baking soda and

vinegar. It was disgusting! 

Samuel and Matthew participated in a Cola

taste test during Science Week. Samuel

preferred test A which turned out to be

Pepsi Max. Matthew preferred B which was

Tesco’s own brand, called ‘Xero Cola’.

Video Games

Múinteoir Cora



At the start of term, the Green Team
celebrated a momentous achievement…
our school's first Green Flag! We are so
proud of each and every member of the
team who worked very hard to introduce
and promote recycling across the school.
In their monthly meetings, the team
came up with innovative ideas to reduce
litter and waste. This included the No
Litter Lunch Day, during which all staff
and pupils used only recyclable
containers to pack their lunch. On the
day of our Green Flag raising ceremony,
parents of team members and Claire
from An Taisce came to join the
celebrations. Thank you to everyone who
came to make this day so special!

GREEN FLAG

We are lucky to have a fabulous new team this
year who are are great listeners, leaders and are
enthusiastic about Green Schools. Watch this
space… this team will achieve amazing things!

The Green Team’s first initiative
this year is the WEEE Ireland
battery recycling challenge.
Every class has been collecting
old, used batteries from home
to add to their battery recycling
box. By entering this
competition, we will also be in
with a chance to win a €2,000
sports equipment voucher for
our school! Thank you to
everyone who has begun
recycling batteries so far. Small
actions make a big difference!

Our Team want to send a special thank you
to our school caretaker Martin who built our
dream bug hotel. It was so exciting to see
our designs come to life! It has been fun to
play with during break time too. 

Our First Green Flag!

Got used batteries? 
Let’s recycle better! 

A New Team, a New Focus

Our New Bug Hotel!



These are the questions we
use to facil itate positive
conversations in our school.

Restorative Practice

Our school is committed to the use of Restorative
Practice which is all about building relationships
through positive communication!

The giraffe is an important symbol because the it
has the biggest heart and a long neck to see both
sides of a situation, and these qualities are at the
heart of RP in our school. 

Goodness Me, Goodness You

Check out some of the
things that 6th Class got
up to in GMGY this term!

Goodness Me, Goodness You! (GMGY) is
our multi-belief and values curriculum

Our
calendar
was a
major
hit!

HEALTH AND WELLBEING TEAM

https://vimeo.com/780063062/7eb10ff4c5


JUNIOR INFANTS A

Junior Infants A on their first week of school. We have had a great first term and we
are looking forward to what the rest of the year holds. 

SPOOKTACULAR FUN was had when we all got to dress up in school for Halloween!

Múinteoir Ashley



JUNIOR INFANTS A

SPOOKTACULAR FUN was had when we all got to dress up in school for Halloween!

Show and Tell in Junior Infants A. We
loved telling our individual stories and
sharing photos of ourselves in GMGY. 

Junior Infants A and B presented
'Santa's Cookie Problem'.

Múinteoir Ashley



JUNIOR INFANTS B
Junior Infants B have settled in to life at Lucan CNS. We have loved
celebrating so many moments with our school community. We are doing a
super job of playing with kind hands, kind feet and kind words and showing
love and respect to those around us. 
Each day we are learning something new and fostering a growth mindset.
We know we can achieve whatever we put our minds too! 
This term we have started learning our new sounds. We love to spot the
sound of the week words in the world around us. As we are learning about
more letters and their sounds we are becoming superb letter detectives. 
In Numeracy we have had so much fun in Maths Week and with our lessons
as we have discovered all about different shapes and numbers. 
Thank you to all the parents and guardians for supporting us as we begin
our new adventure in Lucan CNS! 

Múinteoir Sarah M

Check out our video on why we love school:

September: Grandparent’s Day – Junior Infants loved welcoming our
Grandparents and Parents into our class. We showed them our favourite
toys and special spots in our classroom like the Calm Corner and Sand pit. 

https://vimeo.com/781486948/8068125186


We loved learning about Autumn and collecting leaves for our hedgehog art!

Junior Infants A and B presented
“Santa’s Cookie Problem”. 

JUNIOR INFANTS B
Múinteoir Sarah M

October: We welcomed Múinteoir
Jenny a student teacher into our
class. We had so much fun with her
creative lessons. Our favourite
work was based on ‘The Gruffolo’.
Check out our fabulous art pieces!

October: The Opening Ceremony. 
We were elated with the fantastic
performance from all the classes
to welcome us to Lucan CNS. We
were inspired for our Winter Show
performance after seeing the
incredible talent from our school.

December: We are loving
participating in the Active Flag
and taking part in Yoga each
day. We are getting stronger as
we practice more and more. 

November: We loved
participating in Science Week
and getting the chance to
participate in an experiment
every-day. Thank you to all the
visiting teachers who shared
their amazing experiments with
us. 



A SPECIAL THANK YOU
A special thank you to all of the donors for the Winter
Recital Raffle Prizes: 

Erica Healy, Laura Spencer, Leon Kagalo, Mai Hassan,
Viktorija Juskiene, Shauna McCauley, Jennifer Murphy,
Suzanne Curran, David Murphy and Keith Rogers. 





SENIOR INFANTS A

Senior Infants A had a very busy and exciting first term back! We have
experienced so much and took part in many activities such as Maths
week, Science week, the Opening Ceremony and Winter Recital. 

We have really enjoyed getting to know our new classroom and
Muinteoir Aine. It has also been very exciting to welcome the new
children into our classroom. Each day we are learning more and more
from Muinteoir Aine and each other. 

At the moment we are learning about the Christmas Post office, we
have been busy writing letters to each other, our elves and even Santa
himself! Our favourite learning experience so far has been the Winter
Recital as we practised a lot and wanted to make ourselves and grown
ups proud! Take a look at what we have been up to!

Múinteoir Áine



SENIOR INFANTS A
Múinteoir Áine



SENIOR INFANTS B

We loved learning about Autumn and collecting leaves for our hedgehog art!

Senior  infants  B  have been so busy dur ing term 1 .  From learning

our  new sounds to  te l l ing the t ime using o ’c lock ,  we have real ly

chal lenged ourselves  and exceeded our  h igh expectat ions .  We had

so much fun part ic ipat ing in  maths and sc ience week.  We have

loved pract ic ing s inging songs and performing act ions for  the

opening ceremony and the winter  show.  

Our  favour ite  t ime of  the day is  A istear  where we get  to  learn

about  the wor ld  through pretend play and games.  We loved

construct ing with  playdough and Lego and creat ing masterpieces

by us ing paint  and our  amazing cutt ing and st icking ski l ls .  We can ’t

wait  to  see what  wonderfu l  th ings we wi l l  be  able  to  achieve next

term.  

Thank you to  a l l  the parents/guardians that  have supported our

learning throughout  term 1 .  We real ly  appreciate a l l  your  hard

work!  Here ’s  to  another  rewarding and enjoyable  term!

Múinteoir Ciara



Junior Infants A and B presented
“Santa’s Cookie Problem”. 

SENIOR INFANTS B

We had so much fun
taking part in a maths
trail during maths week!

Things got spooky during
our Halloween costume
catwalk! 

We were rocking around the
Christmas tree as we
performed our winter show!

Our investiagtion hats
were on during science
week!

Múinteoir Ciara



The Amber Flag initiative is run by Pieta House. It aims to promote positive
mental health and well-being in schools and communities through shared
participation, knowledge, and empowerment.

In Lucan CNS we have created an Amber Flag Committee with staff and
pupils from Junior Infants all the way up to 6th class! Múinteoir Evelyn and
Múinteoir Ciara are our Amber Flag co-ordinators, and are delighted to be
joined by M. Emma, M. Siobhán, M. Kate and C. Sarah on the team!

AMBER FLAG

To have an ‘Inside Out’ Pyjama Day – this will be our main fundraiser for
Pieta House. More details to follow!
To create a Positivity-Tree in our Reception area to celebrate positive
thoughts and well-being in Lucan CNS.
To create a Positive Mental Health noticeboard as a school-wide
initiative. Each class will be invited to create artwork, posters and more
based on themes. More info to come in the New Year! J
To continue our Well-being Week initiative in 2023.

Our goals for achieving the Amber Flag in 2023 are:

We are so looking forward to getting started on achieving our goals in the
New Year. We have a wonderful Amber Flag Committee who are dedicated
to promoting positive mental health and well-being in our school. 



Tá Rian agus Garcia as Rang 6, ag caint as Gaeilge faoin aimsir.
Éist agus bain triail as anois!

Garcia: Conas atá an aimsir innu? 
Rian: Lá atá inniu ann, bíonn sé fuar. 

Garcia: Inis dom faoin aimsir? 
Rian: Tá sé fuair agus níl aon scamaill sa spéir. 

Rinne Rang 3B sú oráiste le linn a
gceacht Gaeilge. D’úsáid siad foclóir
nua agus mhínigh siad conas é a
dhéanamh. Bhí sé blasta! Maith thú
Rang a 3B! Féach ar an bhfíseán
anseo: 

Scan  to see what we have to say
about why we love using Oxford Owl in
Lucan CNS! These readers have been
very useful during Guided Reading
stations – Readers are Leaders!

Múinteoir Chris’ class have been enjoying
narrative writing as they composed a their
own stories! Every child enjoyed deliberating
with their partner on an appropriate plot and
they had fun listening to each other’s ideas
too! The children designed a front cover to
tickle the interest of the reader. Although
they say never judge a book by its cover,
their book covers were jazzy! 

You can find magic wherever you look… all you need is a book! – Dr. Seuss

Scan here to enjoy a taste of these
exciting plots to inspire you in your
story writing. 

Sú Oráiste i Rang 3B!

Oxford Owl

Cúpla Frásaí Gaeilge 

Budding Authors in our School!

LANGUAGE TEAM

https://twitter.com/LucanCNS/status/1580901563383443456?s=20&t=rBpsnptx2Q3BtQPY5JAxpw
https://qrfy.com/p/KsV2O_H
https://vimeo.com/782275954/4adf38a864
https://vimeo.com/782281811/829bed371c


FIRST CLASS A
1st Class  A  have had a  very  busy term.  We have focused on

developing our  res i l ience ,  being considerate of  others  and showing

grat itude!  We made thank you cards in  GMGY to show our

appreciat ion for  those who help  us .  We are a lways str iv ing to  show

love and respect .

Múinteoir Ailbhe

We used our  STEM ski l ls  to  design and bui ld  a  br idge out  of  s imple

mater ia ls  that  was strong enough to  hold  a  toy car .  We have also

been busy with  lots  of  sc ience exper iments .  We are a lways cur ious

and invest igat ing .  I t  is  great  to  learn how to work as  a  team!

We love guided reading in  1st  c lass  A .  Our  reading teams have been

working hard to  decode new words and chal lenge ourselves!  Our

class  loves  d iscover ing a  good story .



We love to  s ing and dance in  1st  c lass ,  and this  month was no

di f ferent .  We put  in  p lenty of  pract ice  for  our  winter  musical  ‘Ralph

the Reindeer ’ .  A l l  of  our  e lves  and re indeer  looked the part  and pul led

off  a  wonderfu l  performance for  our  school  community .  Thank you al l

for  coming!  

FIRST CLASS A

Our c lass  have loved creat ing nature Art  and us ing our  ‘Maths

eyes ’  around the school .  Recently  we used the parachute in  PE and

we also tr ied cr icket !  We have had a  great  t ime developing our

teamwork ski l ls .

Múinteoir Ailbhe



FIRST CLASS B
We have had a  busy term in  1st  c lass  B .  We started of f  the new

school  year  by learning al l  about  autumn and the changes that

happen in  nature dur ing this  season.  We went  on a  walk  around the

school  grounds to  see what  changes we could  see in  the nature

around us .

Múinteoir Saoirse

We also teamed up

with 1st  c lass  A  and

sang a  song for  th is

year ’s  junior  infants

to welcome them to

the school .  We sang

real ly  wel l  and were

very proud of

ourselves .

We also took part

in  d i f ferent

act iv it ies  for

maths week.  We

went on a  maths

trai ls  both ins ide

the school  and

on the school

grounds .



During sc ience week,  d i f ferent

teachers  came into our  c lass  each

morning and did  an exper iment with

us .  We did  a  c lass  exper iment creat ing

Oobleck which we displayed at  the

science fa ir .  We also dressed up as

mad scient ists  for  the sc ience fa ir .

FIRST CLASS B

On the last  day before the midterm break,  we part ic ipated in  the

Costume Walk  in  the school  hal l .  This  gave us  the chance to  see lots  of

di f ferent  costumes.  We also had some treats  to  celebrate .

Múinteoir Saoirse

In the c lassroom,  we created br idges us ing recycled

mater ia ls .  The goal  was that  each br idge would  need

to be able  to  support  the weight  of  a  toy car .  Each

bridge was successful  in  th is  goal  and they al l  looked

very d i f ferent  from each other .

We teamed up with  1st  c lass  A  for  the Winter  Recita  and,  together ,  we

performed Ralph the Reindeer .  We had a  lot  of  songs and l ines  to  learn but

our  hard work paid  of f .  We received a  big  applause as  we took our  bow.

We have had a  wonderfu l  term to start  of f  the year  and are looking

forward to  lots  more fun in  the next  term.



2nd Class performed “Frosty the

Snowman” for Lucan CNS’s annual

Winter Recital .  The children worked

extremely hard to get ready for

their performance. Some children

were acting whilst others sang

some beautiful  songs to

accompany the drama. We really

loved exploring our creative and

musical talents during the

preparations for the show to that

we were ready for the stage. 2nd

Class were lucky to get to perform

for their parents and guardians

this year and they enjoyed every

minute!

SECOND CLASS A

To celebrate Black History Month, 2nd

Class learned all about Martin Luther

King Jr. We made artwork to

commemorate his famous words “I

have a dream”. We discussed our

dreams for the future and we

thoroughly enjoyed listening to our

classmates dreams too. What is your

dream…?.

Among the notable figures often

spotlighted during Black History Month

are Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who

fought for equal rights for Blacks during

the 1950s and ’60s; Thurgood Marshall,

the first African-American justice

appointed to the United States

Supreme Court in 1967; Mae Jemison,

who became the first female African-

American astronaut to travel to space

in 1992; and Barack Obama, who was

elected the first-ever African-American

president of the United States in 2008.

Múinteoir Ellen

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/martin-luther-king-jr
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/science/black-inventors-and-pioneers-of-science/#black-scientist-jemison.jpg
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/presidential-pets/#bo-white-house.jpg


2nd Class A had great fun during Science

Week 2022 which ran from the 14th to the

18th of November. We engaged in a wide

range of Science experiments and

investigations for example; exploring

sinking and floating objects, making a model

eardrum, inflating a balloon with baking

soda and vinegar and making lava lamps. As

you can see from the picture above we

enjoyed making our own lava lamps and

watching the reaction happen when we put

a fizzy tablet into the cup which contained

water, food colouring and vegetable oil. 

We had a lot of fun on the Friday of Science

Week! We got to dress up as mad scientists

and attend our school Science Fair in the PE

hall. 2nd Class a got to explore the

experiments that other classes in our school

were carrying out and also present our lava

lamp experiment.

SECOND CLASS A

We have also been creating

some wonderful artwork over

the last number of months. 2nd

Class A really enjoy engaging in

art lessons and are also huge

fans of drawing and colouring in

their spare time. We are getting

into the Winter spirit here in

2nd Class so we created some

Aerial Snowmen. To do this the

children used some card, chalk

pastels and markers. When the

snowmen were complete it was

as if we were looking at them

from the perspective of a bird

in the sky. 2nd Class are

excited to create more lovely

artwork in the coming weeks.

Múinteoir Ellen



 2nd Class B brought their

favourite teddy to school  to

celebrate their  hard work and

dedication throughout their  f i rst

month in  school .  We held a teddy

party ,  where the chi ldren played

games with one another  and their

cuddly fr iends,  whi le  munching on

some del ic ious popcorn.  The

chi ldren worked together  to

capture a “c lass photo”  of  a l l  their

teddies .  To end the celebrations ,

we sang Happy Birthday to

Antonio,  before taking our  fuzzy

fr iends home for  the weekend!  

Our school motto is “Love and

Respect” – in 2nd Class we have

learned about the importance of

showing Love and Respect in our

school. We expressed various ways

we can show love and respect

through the artwork in this picture.

It was also interesting to get some

ideas from other people in our class

about how they show Love and

Respect. Lucan Community National

School is a caring learning

environment where each child is

welcomed, respected, cherished and

facilitated in reaching their full

potential.

SECOND CLASS B

Bring your Teddy to School Day!

Múinteoir Riona



To celebrate Diwal i ,  2nd Class  B

learned about  the symbols  and

tradit ions  associated with  Diwal i .

D iwal i  is  a lso  known as  the Fest ival

of  L ight  and is  ce lebrated by many

fami l ies  in  our  school  community .

We l istened to  the exper iences of

those who celebrate Diwal i ,  as  they

shared pictures  of  their  tradit ional

dress ,  foods and f i reworks .  Some

chi ldren even shared a  Diwal i  sweet

from their  lunch box for  others to

taste!  To mark the f inal  day of

Diwal i  ce lebrat ions ,  the chi ldren

created their  very  own mehndi

designs!

SECOND CLASS B

2nd Class B had a blast during

Science Week 2022!  We explored

the chemical  reaction that

takes place when sol ids and

l iquids come together to create

carbon dioxide.  The chi ldren

started by bui lding and painting

their  volcanoes in  preparation

for their  explosive experiment.

We learned about the

composit ion of  volcanoes and

the dif ferent stages of  volcanic

action,  before taking our

volcanoes outside to watch

them erupt!  Our experiment was

a success,  and we had a ‘ lavaly ’

t ime!

Happy Diwali!

Múinteoir Riona



ACTIVE FLAG
This year, we’ve added a brand new initiative to the school, Active Schools! 
Firstly, the Active Team was formed. We have a lot of responsibilities. We
have decided upon the logo and the slogan, Be Wise and Exercise. We have
been making the classes around the school aware of the different activities
to promote being active:

We have the Active Break Everyday Challenge where, every day, all  the classes
must do an activity that involves keeping active for 4 weeks in a row. We have
been doing yoga, dancing and following along to workout videos. 

The Crazy Costume Walk was an event involving the entire school
walking the catwalk to show off their costumes whilst being active.
Some of the older classes performed amazing tricks and stunts on
the stage. We were really impressed. After the catwalk, our group,
3rd - 6th, had a disco in the P.E hall!

T h e  P l a y g r o u n d  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  f o r m e d
t o  h e l p  t h e  j u n i o r  c l a s s e s  e n j o y  b e i n g
a c t i v e  o n  y a r d .  E v e r y  M o n d a y ,  c o m m i t t e e
m e m b e r s  g o  o u t  t o  t h e  J u n i o r  y a r d  b r e a k ,
o r g a n i s e  g a m e s  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  e v e r y o n e
i s  c a r e d  f o r  a n d  g e t t i n g  a c t i v e .

Oh… and don’t forget to BE WISE AND EXERCISE! 

-By Darragh (6th), Kacie (5th) and Scott (4th)

The Crazy Costume Walk

The Playground Committee

The Active Break Everyday Challenge 

https://twitter.com/LucanCNS/status/1585980581095313409?s=20&t=nMi1vpFneJsKse9jFbEZNw


STEM TEAM

The STEM Team have been incredibly
busy this term creating activities for
a variety of themed weeks and
facilitating some new and exciting
learning in the area of STEM. We
started off this term by compiling
some fun and interactive Maths Week
activities in October. These activities
involved maths trails, quizzes, an
escape room and an estimation
station! The activities really got us
thinking about how we can use maths
in our everyday lives. Maths Week was
followed shortly by Science Week
where we had a lot of fun completing
our carousel of experiments every
morning. It was a lot of fun to have a
new teacher and a different
experiment every day. We rounded off
Science Week with our wonderful
Science Fair and it was lovely to be
able to welcome parents back into
our school community. Well done to
everyone who participated, dressed
up and had fun! 4th Class also had the
opportunity to take part in the STEPs
Engineering Awards where they
learned a great deal about the
triumphs and challenges faced by
engineers every day. Next term, we
hope to continue to develop our
STEM-based learning by developing
our coding skills, engineering skills
and for our senior classes to compete
in Science Blast!

Amelia Ela, Faith and Amelia working hard at
their stations for the Science Fair. It was
wonderful to see the hall decorated with all of
our discoveries and to present our findings.

Jovin, Aleigha and Kal investigated how to
build the tallest tower with a fabulous display
from 6th class!

Mohammed from 2nd class was one of our
Maths Eyes Winners by using an ordinary
classroom object to come up with a really
useful number sentence! Well done to all who
participated.



THIRD CLASS A

 We have been doing a physical

activity called P.E to stay active

and healthy. It is extremely

important for children. It can

tire you out but that’s okay. Did

you know that P.E stands for

Physical Education? We’ve been

enjoying athletics, dance,

basketball, and games in P.E so

far this year. 

At the end of October, we had a

Halloween Parade. Everyone got

to dress up. It was very fun

dancing in the P.E hall with

other classes. Leo dressed up as

a person from the Purge. Nicolas

dressed up as a dragon and he

won the Catwalk Award. It was

lots of fun dressing up. 

In 3rd Class A, we

began the year by

making lots of new

friends in our new

class. We have been

busy learning about

lots of exciting and

interesting things.

 In maths, our class has been learning times

tables, multiplication, and division. For

example, we know that 20 x 2 = 40. Some of

us have enjoyed different topics such as

decimals, times tables and telling time.

During Literacy lessons, we coloured

characters and brought them to life using

the app called ‘Quiver’.  First, we finished the

page by writing and colouring. Next, we used

the information and the picture to write the

story in our copies. Then we typed and

edited it onto our iPads. We printed the

stories and created a class book of stories.

 For art lessons, we made mini pumpkins out

of clay for Halloween. At the start of the

year, we drew self-portraits. More recently

we’ve created snowmen, candy canes and

penguins in art lessons. 

Múinteoir Laura D



THIRD CLASS A

For the Winter Recital on the 9th December,

we performed the Lucan Toy Show. We had

to practise a lot. On the day, we had to do

our best on the stage. It felt stressful but it

was over quickly. Thankfully, it went really

well in the end, and we felt very proud

afterwards. 

We look forward to Term 2 in 3rd Class A!

In November, we had two lovely

teachers who came in to teach

us Irish Sign Language. They

thought us how to sign the

alphabet and some food.

Science Week took place from

the 14th-18th November. For

Science Week we made paper

helicopters and some super

cool experiments. For example,

we blew up a balloon with

vinegar and baking soda. The

balloon blew up because of

carbon dioxide. We enjoyed the

Science Fair and testing food to

see if the brand really makes a

difference to the taste of the

food. 

Múinteoir Laura D



In Maths, we have been learning a lot
of new topics along with going over
some old ones. We have been learning
about decimals, multiplication,
division, money and the clock. We also
had a great Maths week participating
in Maths Trails around the school and
making Maths Eyes posters too!

In English, we have been doing a lot of
work on our different styles of writing.
We created recounts of our summer
holidays, procedural texts about how
to make a spooky potion and even
wrote our own narrative story. It’s
been a lot of fun.

In P.E, we have played lots of games
both old and new, whilst making sure
to practice all the new skills. We are
working towards our schools first
Active Flag and have been performing
Busy Breaks each day for all of
December! Tough work but we know
it’s important to stay fit and keep
active

No this is not a scene from a horror
movie! We just fancied a bit of self-
care as part of our Pyjama Day. 

THIRD CLASS B

For Art, we have shown what a creative and

imaginative class we are. Some of the pieces

we created include self-portraits, clay

pumpkins, snowy winter backdrops and of

course our Chinese lanterns which feature on

the PTP calendar for 2023.

In 3rd Class B, we had a very busy first term.
We started the year by getting to know our
new class and making new friends. 

Happy Chinese New Year from 3rd Class B!

In Science, we took part in our very own Crime
Scene Investigation when our class mascot
Leafitrie was stolen! Using our science skills,
we deduced that it must have been M. Laura!
In a shocking twist, the real culprit turned out
to be none other than M. Paul who revealed
himself via Video Message. Thankfully, he
returned Leafitrie safe and sound but we’ll be
keeping an eye on you M. Paul!

Múinteoir Chris



Our class have been busy working on a lot

of different teams. Andrei is working on the

Amber Flag for Health and Well-being,

Rebecca has been working with the Active

Schools Team, Maya was chosen for the

Green Schools while Jack and Emma have

been busy on the School Council.

We had a great Term 1 in 3rd Class B and

are looking forward to a well-earned rest

before diving back into Term 2!

 

Earning extra golden time and

a really fun pyjama party as

part of our ClassDojo rewards.

Singing and dancing to “Try

Everything” as part of the

Junior Infants Welcoming

Ceremony.

Dressing up as mad scientists

for science week!

Taking part in the Crazy

Catwalk for Halloween whilst

dressed up as all sorts of

creative things! Brandon won

our class competition for his

amazing Cristiano Ronaldo

costume. 

Having two lovely teachers

come in to teach us about Irish

Sign Language.

Performing the Lucan Toy Show

for the school Winter Recital.

We put a huge amount of time

and energy into this

performance and were so

proud of how well we did

afterwards. 

Some other activities we enjoyed

this past term include: 
    

  

 

THIRD CLASS B

Learning sign language is hard but also so much
fun! We hope to see our ISL teachers again in
January.

During Science Week, we learned there are 3 main
types of fingerprints: Loops, Whirls and Arches.

Múinteoir Chris



FOURTH CLASS A

4th Class A had a wonderful experience taking part in the STEPS

Young Engineers Award. We started our projects back in October

and worked for many weeks to complete them. Initially, we thought

of ways we could help others in our environment. Then, we

sketched our designs before starting to make the prototypes. We

used recyclable materials that we brought in from home to make

our prototypes. An engineer, called Dave, came to our school and

showed us what it was like to work as an engineer. We presented

our prototypes and discussed the triumphs and challenges. It was

a fantastic experience and we developed many skills such as

perseverance, thinking as an engineer and working collaboratively

to complete our projects.

STEPS Young Engineers Award

Múinteoir Emma



FOURTH CLASS A

Nicola, Alex, Charlie and Matthew
worked on a robotic prototype. 

Kayla, Kuba and Abia worked on
creating a car that is beneficial for
the environment. 

Amelia, Armin, David and Macy
created machinery for the sea
that collects and tests any
materials that are harmful to
nature

Scott, Oscar, Maddie, Faith and
Ethan created a prototype of
Lucan C.N.S. with modifications
such as the addition of windmills
and solar panels.

Múinteoir Emma



On the 27th of October we had a
ceremony to welcome Junior
Infants to our school.  After some
discussion, we decided to prepare
a song to perform for them. It
took a l ittle while to decide on the
song because we had a few
options.  We had a vote and You’ve
Got a Friend in Me from the movie
Toy Story won. We had a mini band
with two people;  one was Toby,
who played the guitar,  and the
other was Han Rui ,  who played the
piano to accompany our singing.
We thought our performance could
stil l  be improved, but it  went well
on the day and the Junior Infants
loved it .  We could tell  that they
felt welcomed to our school.  It
took a lot of practice,  but it  was
worth it in the end.

FOURTH CLASS B

We have had an amazing first term here in 4th Class B with our new teacher, Múinteoir Sarah.
We have worked very hard and have had the opportunity to take part in many different
activities. There are too many to mention here but we have picked out the ones we wanted
to let people know about. These are: our performance at the Opening Ceremony for Junior
Infants, preparing and presenting our engineering projects as part of the STEPS Award,
learning Irish Sign Language (ISL), and, most recently, performing at the Winter Recital.

Múinteoir Sarah C

Our STEPS Engineering Award Projects:

Opening Ceremony

On the 23rd of November 2022 we had an
engineer come into school to talk to our
class and 4A. We took a long time to prepare
for his visit .  The first step was to come up
with ideas that could make l ife easier for
people and choose the best one. We worked
in groups to do this.  Secondly,  each group
had to f ind materials to make a prototype.
We then had to construct our prototypes.
Finally,  we had to prepare our presentation
on our project for the engineer.  On the day
the engineer came, we all  sat down in the
P.E.  hall  and waited for him to come. When
he came he told us some facts about
himself and about his l i fe as an engineer.
Next,  we presented our projects,  group by
group. After that the engineer asked us
some questions about our projects l ike,
what the hardest part was or what the most
fun bit was.  After all  that effort,  we could
say we had an amazing time!😀

STEPS Engineering Award
 

Communication Pipe by Han Rui and JeffBubble Boots by Emily, Mia-Lily, Amelia-Ela, Chantelle and Gabriela



FOURTH CLASS B
Múinteoir Sarah C

Our STEPS Engineering Award Projects:

The Snack Bringer by Evan, Toby, Denis, Finn and JoshGravity Noise-Gone Bottle by Issac, Stephanie, Seán and Ali

On 9th of December,  we had our Winter Recital .  We performed scenes from Matilda
The Musical alongside 4A.  We had a lot of rehearsals for prepare for this.  We even had
to use some of our P.E.  t ime, but we did practise our dances during our rehearsals.
There were a lot of props that people were in charge of .  We sang three songs as part
of the performance; Naughty,  When I  Grow Up and Revolting Children.  Most people’s
favourite was probably Revolting Children.  We were very dramatic during this song! 
Many characters had a lot of l ines to learn.  Matilda was played by Gabriela,  Mrs
Wormwood was played by Amelia Ela and Mr Wormwood was played by Oscar.  Jeff
played the role of Bruce Bogtrotter and Lavender was played by Chantelle,  Miss
Trunchbull  by Evan and Scott and Miss Honey by Nicola.  
Jeff/Bruce Bogtrotter got to pretend to eat a cake.  Múinteoir Emma’s mother made
a real chocolate cake for us for the day of our performance, and we got to eat it
afterwards.  It  was delicious! 
The build-up to the recital was tiring because we all  put a lot of effort into it ,
rehearsing the scenes,  songs and dances,  but we are very proud of how it turned out.

The Winter Recital



The Student Council  and the PTP have decided to donate to the homeless this
winter period.  The Student Council  know that wintertime can be full  of
festivities,  excitement and magical moments!However,  for some people who
have very l ittle,  it  can be a very stressful time. We know as the weather gets
colder;  we think of those who do not have a home.  
This year,  the Student Council  wanted to do more, and they raised awareness
at the gate every morning, holding signs to encourage people to make a
donation and think of the homeless.  They made announcements to other
classes and displayed examples of donations.  They made posters,  placing
them in our corridors to remind pupils that their donation is valuable.  
All  pupils in Lucan CNS were encouraged to donate to the homeless and the
response was astonishing.  So many of the pupils donated, the Student Council
could not be happier with the whole student body. All  pupils felt that they
could make a difference and spread cheer during this festive season!
It is important to remember that it's not what you gave in the box or the bag,
but it was the thought behind that donation.
So many more people who do not have a home are going to feel special ,
acknowledged and loved this winter all  because of the pupils at Lucan
Community National School!  This should be celebrated, well  done to all  who
donated and wishing you a very peaceful and restful season!

STUDENT COUNCIL
Appeal for the Homeless.



Dress-up Day

Winter RecitalThe Big Sing

Someone Like Me Art Competition

CREATIVE TEAM



Things have switched up in 5th Class this

term as the pupils have been teaching the

teacher! Each of us chose a subject we

enjoy, and prepared a presentation and

task for the class. For example, Molli Mai

taught the class gymnastics. We followed

her lead to do a challenging warm up to

funky music. Other lessons included the

history of Lego, Anime drawing and even

Arabic! After teaching, we completed

enjoyable activities such as Kahoot

quizzes and wordsearches. It is amazing

how much we have been learning from

each other, including our teacher,

Múinteoir Laura!- Nathan

FIFTH CLASS 

One of this terms highlights

was definitely Science Week.

We all had brilliant fun doing

experiments and dressing up

as mad scientists. Each

morning, a different teacher

came to our room to do an

experiment with us and most

of them were quite messy!

Furthermore, everyone got

very creative making Science

projects. The topics ranged

from global warming to outer

space and nature cycles. At the

Science Fair on Friday, it was

exciting to explain and help

other classes to make their

own rainbow. We are already

looking forward to the next

Science Week! -Ciarán

A Rainbow of Science.

Teach the Teacher

Nathan gave the class a
tutorial in anime drawing. 

Múinteoir Laura H



Nothing could compare to the fun we have

had preparing our Winter Recital show with

6th Class. As many of you know, we performed

Alice in wonderland. During the week leading

up to the show, we came together every day

to rehearse the songs and scenes. It was fun

mixing with 6th Class. On the day, there was a

lot of excitement and some nerves! In the end,

we remembered the tips our teachers gave us;

to slow down, use body language, annunciate

and smile! The big finale, Wonderland by

Taylor Swift, stole the show. We were very

proud of ourselves. – Roisín.

FIFTH CLASS 

The icy weather has inspired our

theme for this month; The Arctic.

Firstly, we pretended that we were

scientists aboard the Artctic

Sunrise. As we watched a

shockingly interesting video of the

Arctic, we focused our senses to

write what we imagined we could

see, hear, taste, smell and touch.

Next, we researched the animals,

people and how they live in the

Arctic. One fascinating fact was

that some houses are built raised

above the ground to prevent

people from being snowed in. This

week, we wrote a diary entry to

describe what we learnt on our

expedition and how we felt. I was

surprised to find out that penguins

only live in the Southern

Hemisphere. Check out our

adorable penguin art! -Harsheth.

Arctic Conditions in LCNS.

Lost in Wonderland.

Múinteoir Laura H



SIXTH CLASS 

Science has been astronomically great in 6th class! Recently, we have been
learning about our respiratory system! We all drew a diagram on our
respiratory system, learned about all of the parts and what their uses are! 
Out of the many experiments we did, here are some of the highlights:
The Tower of Power tested the teams' various science skills to build the biggest
tower out of marshmallows and spaghetti. 
The Pumpkin-Go-Kaboom experiment was carried out just before Halloween. It
is similar to the exploding vinegar volcano, but with pumpkins, to match the
spooky theme of the month. We even got to present the experiments to the
Junior Infant classes.  

Earlier this year, we made collage’s of our
hobbies and interests. Each collage being unique
in its own way. Many people included the sports
the play, music taste and food they like.
Our classroom looked a bit bland, so we made it
POP with Popart! We looked at Andy Warhal's art
for inspiration. Each individual got to choose a
sweet or drink of their choice to draw, colour and
stick it on a coloured sheet to really make it POP. 
We took a trip into space with our impeccable
planet art! We used chalk pastels on black paper
to sketch , blend and shade our beautifully drawn
planets. In the end we had an extremely clean,
crisp and colourful solar system
For our winter recital we delivered a remarkable
play of Alice in Wonderland! Multiple students
helped out with making the props for the set.
Papier mache mushrooms were vibrantly
painted, animal ears were made for our tea party
animals and wonderful costumes were carefully
created for our outstanding cast.

Science
Written by Darragh

Art
Written by Elizabeth

Múinteoir Aisling

Click the link to hear some of our
highlights from this term so far.  

https://vimeo.com/782112592/1a5ce4f85f


SIXTH CLASS 
This year, we have been working on multiple
projects and presentations such as, 
 Astronomers, Roman Planetary Gods and
People Who Inspire Us. For the Roman
Planetary Gods, each group selected a
different God to explore.  We put our soul into
these projects and, in the end, they looked
phenonmenal! 
We are actually doing a project right now,
which is about People Who Inspire Us. The
people we are researching range from family
members, freedom speakers and celebrities. 
We have put a lot of work to make this year
exceptional for everybody in 6th class and an
amazing example is with our Teach The
Teacher presentations! We create a
presentation on own chosen subject and
attempt to, literally, Teach The Teacher! These
spectacular presentations included various
countries, religions, animals, and even KitKats.
Our projects have certainly been the spectacle
of this year and everyone in 6th class has
found them very enjoyable. 

For Black History Month, we learned about Harriet Tubman, an escaped enslaved
woman who became a “conductor” on the Underground Railroad, leading enslaved
people to freedom. We learned so much fascinating information about her and created
portraits of this inspirational person. 
We researched Black History Heroes such as Serena Williams, Nelson Mandela, Martin
Luther King Jr., and Rosa Parks. We then created projects on these outstanding
individuals and presented them to our classmates. It was fascinating to hear about all
of their achievemnets and learn from one-another. 

Múinteoir Aisling

Projects and Presentations
Written by Naoise

Black History Heroes
Written by Harshal



The PTP have had a busy first term. We are delighted to have a new committee and
to have M. Kate and M. Sarah on board. We have had some successful fundraising
events such as our Winter Show raffle, donations for non-uniform day, and the sale
of our school calendar. These efforts go towards funding things like our Movie and
Treat days for the children, but also towards things like decodable readers for the
children’s use at school. We greatly appreciate all school community involvement in
fundraising. 

The children enjoyed their Movie Day last Friday, many thanks for your donations. 
 

Our Homeless Appeal ran until Monday 19th December. The children learned a lot
about the importance of giving back in any way they can through this initiative.
The Student Council did a great job volunteering and helping with this initiative, we
thank them for their support. 
 

Finally, the 2023 Calendars are on sale from the office of the school, there may be
a few left after the winter break also. The pupils and teachers have worked very
hard to create a lovely calendar for next year. The children should have slips from
last week, but Adrienne will take orders in the office without the slips also. These
calendars are another fundraising opportunity, they feature each child in the
school over the course of the calendar, so they are a lovely keep-sake and memory
beyond 2023. Given the time of year, it could be a lovely festive or new-years gift
for someone near and dear. Each calendar is €10, and are only available while
stocks last. 
 

The PTP have lots planned for Term 2, including another 2nd hand uniform ‘swap
shop’ and some St Patrick’s and Spring events.

Wishing you all a lovely upcoming winter break,
The PTP

PARENT TEACHER PARTNERSHIP UPDATE




